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A section of the #7 Quarry with a small crew of men working in July
1959 (Bill & Mary Louise Back photograph.)




DEDICATION...

I would like to dedicate this book to my wife Christa, our two rapidly
growing boys, Kyle and Chad, and Christa’s grandfather Foyster
Matlock whose story about working at the Cleveland Quarries in-
spired this book.

AMAZING QUARRIES...

During its heyday, the quarries in Lorain County were a sight to be-
hold:

I was hardly prepared to realize the vast magnitude of the work go-
ing on here. The stone annually handled is simply enormous. In
nearly all these quarries work was being vigorously pushed although
it was late in the closing season. It was cheery and pleasant to hear
the click, click of the pick, chisel and drill, as | went from quarry to
quarry.

- W.W. Williams, History of Lorain County, Ohio—1879.

It is, however, in Cuyahoga, Erie and Lorain counties that the Berea
grit is found in its most admirable condition, and that quarried at Am-
herst, in Lorain county, is taken to represent it at its best....The pro-
duction and sale of this valuable material employ a small army of
men, and the industry has grown to be one of the heavy business
interests in Northern Ohio.

- Manufacturer and Builder—1887.

The product of the “Buckeye” and “Amherst” quarries is grey and buff
sandstone of the highest quality.
- Mine and Quarry—1906.

No place more dramatically portrays man’s victory over Nature in
more definite terms than this deep, canyon-like, man-made quarry
reaching into the earth.

- The Cleveland Quarries—circa 1940.

Today, one cannot look into the depths of these quarries without a
feeling of awe and wonder. Mother Nature has been slowly reclaim-
ing them, but look closely at the grooves from the augers the quarry
workers drilled to cut loose huge blocks of stone. If the wind is just
right and you listen intently, you may hear the sounds of past gen-
erations extracting something beautiful from the earth and the master
carvers transforming sandstone into works of art.

- Sally Cornwell—2006.



Cleveland Quarries Company —A unit of Amherst Stone Company
(AMST), primary business is in the quarrying and fabricating of sand-
stone.

Lorain County —A county located in the northeast corner of the
state of Ohio, United States. Named by early settler Herman Ely.
Home to over 50 quarries—most now abandoned.

Quarry— The location of an operation where a deposit of stone is
extracted from the earth through an open pit or underground mine.

Sandstone —A sedimentary rock consisting of usually quartz sand
united by some cement (as silica or calcium carbonate).

Sandstone Center of the World —Official designation received by
the City of Amherst in 2003 by the Ohio Bicentennial Commission.

South Amherst —Village in Lorain County that, along with Amherst,
was a prominent home to the largest sandstone quarries in the re-
gion. Also home of the author.

In 2006 the Cleveland Quarries Company donated a collection of
documents to the Amherst Historical Society that included original
dated blueprints, pictures, maps, and countless other records. One
of the many items included amongst the hundreds of items donated
included this recipe card (printed on business card stock) which was
likely used by the company management when entertaining potential
clients.



Before the Cleveland Quarries Company emerged on April 17, 1929,
there were dozens of stone companies that played a role in making
the Amherst region the “Sandstone Center of the World.” Worthing-
ton & Sons and The Ohio Quarries Company are just two quarry

companies featured in this book.
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Quarry workers stop to pose for this picture circa 1920. A closer look
discloses rugged faces and worn work boots, yet the picture also
captures the tools of time. Picks, shovels, chains, and hammers
showcase the backbreaking nature of the work (photograph courtesy
of Fay Ott).

Penny postcard of the No. 7 quarry (Amherst Historical Society col-
lection).




FOREWORD

BY SALLY CORNWELL

Ambherst, Ohio has been known as “The Sandstone Center of the
World” since 1910 and this title became official in 2003 through the
Ohio Historical Society. The Amherst, Amherst Township and South
Ambherst area is located on top of a huge deposit of billion-year-old
sandstone and whose history surrounds the quarrying of this stone.
A fortune has been made out of these deposits of the earth. This
sandstone has proved to be an important economic blessing to our
early settlers and is the foundation of the county’s rich heritage.

Amherst sandstone was found to be ideal for making grind-
stones. When the region’'s early settlers saw the outcroppings of
stone, the poor timber and pasturage, they felt this was a serious
blemish to this land. By 1847, sandstone from this region was known
to have excellent sharpening qualities. This was the beginning of the
ideal Amherst grindstone. Sandstone was then used as a prized
building material. Some of the most admired architecture in the world
contains sandstone from the Amherst area: The John Hancock Mu-
tual Life Insurance building in Boston, Buffalo City Hall, The Hockey
Hall of Fame in Toronto, the Auditorium at Long Beach, California,
and the Cornell University in New York, just to name a few.

An awe-inspiring example of Amherst sandstone and craftsman-
ship may be seen on the Hope Memorial Bridge in Cleveland, Ohio.
This bridge was originally called the Lorain-Carnegie Bridge. It was
renamed in 1983 in honor of Bob Hope's father, William Henry Hope.
William Hope was a stonemason and a master carver. The men who
carved this bridge were artists in the real sense of the word.

During the early 1900's, the Amherst sandstone quarry industry
was the largest of its kind in the world. At that time, the Ohio Geo-
logical Survey said, “Amherst stone is commended by the following
gualities which it possesses in an unusual degree: durability,
strength, color and texture.”

Today, one cannot look into the depths of these quarries without
a feeling of awe and wonder. Mother Nature has been slowly re-
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claiming them, but look closely at the grooves from the augers the
qguarry workers drilled to cut loose huge blocks of stone. If the wind
is just right and you listen intently, you may hear the sounds of past
generations extracting something beautiful from the earth, and the
master carvers transforming sandstone into works of art.

Over the years, the Amherst Historical Society (AHS) had
amassed a small collection of articles and pictures about the quarries
in the Amherst area. During the research and documentation needed
for the City of Amherst to officially receive the designation of the
“Sandstone Center of the World,” | had the pleasure of working with
Russ Ciphers, Sr. and the Cleveland Quarries Company, who pro-
vided me access to many documents in their archives. Without their
cooperation and support, the 2004 designation might not have been
possible. At that time it was my hope that these records might one
day receive professional preservation so that they could be enjoyed
by generations to come.

Then in 2006, a small miracle occurred. The Cleveland Quarries
Company donated this collection of documents that included original
dated blueprints, U.S. and Canadian patents, labor union records,
deeds, pictures, maps, and countless other records—many of which
date from the early 1880s. Youngstown State University’'s Depart-
ment of History professors, proficient in industrial archival collections,
called the collection “a historical treasure.” AHS is now working on
preservation of these documents, as well as the creation of a travel-
ing exhibit and collection of oral histories.

The impact of this collection will no doubt spurn additional re-
search and countless new perspectives of quarry life in the Amherst
region. | was pleased to meet Jim Hieb, who independently had
been working on a book about quarries in Lorain County, especially
South Amherst, as a tribute to his wife’'s grandfather, Foyster
Matlock, who retired from the Cleveland Quarries. The timing could
not have been more perfect. Jim has blended his own version of the
quarry story, aided by many of the new AHS resources, with an at-
tention to detail and a fresh perspective.

We are fortunate that this book was created and I'm proud to add
it to my reference library. | hope you enjoy it too!

-Sally Cornwell

Sally is employed at the Lorain County Clerk of Courts. She served
as the assistant to the Amherst Mayor from 1996 to 2003 and was
instrumental in assisting the city to receive the “Sandstone Center of
the World” designation during the State of Ohio’s Bicentennial. Sally
is active in the American Legion Auxiliary, Amherst Democrat
Women'’s Club, and a number of other Amherst civic organization.
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Penny postcards from the early 1910s. Workers pose as the sand-
stone blocks are prepared to be cut into slabs by giant gang saws.

The Ohio Quarries Company’s sign promotes the famed “Buckeye”
gray sandstone and tours of the Buckeye Quarry and Mills. A domi-
nant player in the local market from 1903 to 1919, consolidated with
other firms in 1919 and finally merged to form the Cleveland Quarries
in 1929 (Amherst Historical Society collection).
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Penny postcards from the 1910s. Several quarry photos were used
for postcards during this time period (courtesy of Fay Ott).
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INTRODUCTION

Since the early 1800s the quarrying of sandstone in and around Am-
herst (previously North Amherst) and South Amherst, Ohio, has led
to the region to become known as the “Sandstone Center of the
World .” At the height of its hey-day, several dozen quarries were
active and over 2,000 individuals were employed locally. While sand-
stone operations are now only a fraction of what they once were, its
legacy and tradition can be found rather easily. Grindstones, the
original sandstone product envisioned by John Baldwin, dot the local
countryside. Many prominent structures in the region, built using Am-
herst or Berea Sandstone, still stand. Several businesses, such as
the Quarry Café in downtown Amherst, use the term “quarry” in their
firm’s name. Quarry Road, a widely-used county road, was moved
several times to make room for expansions in the size of the adja-
cent quarries.

For the past few years, county, village, and township officials have
been discussing a proposal to turn much of the land around the
Cleveland Quarries Company into a high-profile development that
would include a golf course, hotels, a gated-residential community,
and much more. The company is still looking for investors to pur-
chase the property and if successful, the landscape of the area will
change, yet the deep heritage the quarries brought to the region will
remain.

The history and continued popularity of sandstone in the region is
the primary reason the Cleveland Quarries Company, a unit of
American Stone Industries (AMST), announced in 2007 that it will be
moving its fabrication, warehouse, and distribution operations of the
stone from the current South Amherst location to a facility in Vermil-
ion, Ohio. The total investment will be over three million dollars in an
existing building and state-of-the-art machinery. This relocation and
expansion positions the company for an extremely bright future.

Sandstone Center of the World

The title “Sandstone Center of the World” first caught public attention
when an Amherst businessman, O.H. Baker, used this slogan on his
business stationary in 1910. Amherst government officials later
erected a sign on the town square with this slogan at the corner of
Main Street and Milan Avenue. Some forty years later this sign, and
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Current sign at the corners of Main Street and Milan Avenue in
downtown Amherst, Ohio. The first sign was erected in 1915 (Jim
Hieb collection).

the claim made by Amherst residents, angered residents of South
Amherst as to which community was the rightful heir to this title. In
1955, the sign was temporary removed. It was later replaced after
officials at the Cleveland Quarries confirmed that sufficient amounts
of sandstone were derived from quarries in both communities.

While there are other Ohio communities that argue a significant
role in our nations sandstone quarry history (for example, Berea,
Ohio), Amherst has capitalized the most on the use of the slogan.
The sandstone found in both Amherst and South Amherst are part of
a larger deposit that stretches from the southeastern corner of Ashta-
bula County, westward into Erie County, and south to Adams County
along the Ohio River. Many counties exist in this region, yet the best
sandstone is from Lorain and Cuyahoga counties. This bed of sand-
stone is part of the “Berea Geological Formation” yet most of the
stone coming out of Lorain County has been referred to as simply
“Amherst Sandstone.”

Signs designating the “Sandstone Center of the World
A number of signs in Amherst promote the slogan and designation of
the city as the sandstone capital.

The Ohio Historical Marker that resides outside the Amherst City
Hall identifies, commemorates, and honors the important people,
places and events surrounding the sandstone industry. The marker
states:

“AMHERST—Sandstone Center of the World”
The City of Amherst was founded in 1811. Beginning in 1847,
Ambherst developed and prospered around the sandstone in-
dustry and its associated quarries. This sandstone proved to
be an important economic blessing to our early settlers and is
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Historical Marker outside of the Amherst City Hall (Jim Hieb collec-
tion).

the foundation of Amherst's existence. Amherst sandstone
shows lines of stratification or bedding when exposed in sec-
tions. Its natural beauty is enhanced by a virtual spectrum of
rich and unique colors including deep reds, browns, yellows,
and shades of gray. Amherst sandstone is well known for its
quality, durability, and rich texture and has been utilized
across our nation and throughout the world. Amherst is literally
and figuratively built upon a rock, which extends deep in the
earth.

Erected in 2003, the marker was sponsored by the Ohio Bicenten-
nial Commission, Longaberger Company, Amherst Committee for
the Ohio Bicentennial, and The Ohio Historical Society. The marker
is designated with the number 14-47, which means it was the 14th
Ohio Historical Marker placed in Lorain County.

Awe-Inspiring Quarries

There is something awe-inspiring about quarries. Just imagine how
the stone was brought out of the ground to make its way to become
the building blocks for ancient and modern buildings. How was mar-
ble brought down from the mountains around Carrara, Italy? How did
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